BARBARIANS  AND  G ALLO-ROM AN S

the solar rays). He dwelt with his men-at-arms on vast farms, the produce
of which kept him victualled. The royal residence constituted an entire
village, where lived families plying all trades from that of die jeweller
to that of the weaver. The Prankish king journeyed from farm to farm,
with his leudes or officials, bearing with him in great triple-sealed coffers
his treasure of money, precious vessels and gems; hunting and fishing, and
recruiting his many concubines among the daughters of his servants.  If
a new mistress had the knack of pleasing him, she might be promoted to
the status of wife and queen; in which case die preceding queen, cast
aside, found herself locked up in some monastery.  Family wars were
the favourite sport of the Prankish kings. They came very near to ruining
die country which die Pax Romano, had previously made so prosperous.
Litde by little schools were closed and Latin culture was forgotten save
by die Church or by an occasional eccentric king, such as Chilperic, who
prided himself on being a Latinist and dieologian and wished to add
letters to the Roman alphabet in order to represent certain sounds
characteristic of the Germanic languages. At first the cities continued to
survive under the protection of their bishops, but then even they fell into
ruin.  The sole remaining authority was a warrior aristocracy of landed
proprietors.   These gentlemen farmers, half brigands, half policemen,
protected their peasants against other brigands. A church was a place of
asylum, inviolable, and a fugitive therein had die right to be supplied with
the necessities of life. Religion remained powerful because die king and
his great vassals feared everlasting punishment. When Merovius, a fugitive
taking refuge in Tours near the tomb of Saint Martin, opened the Book
of Kings to seek an omen, he read: 'Because you have abandoned die
Lord your God, the Lord has delivered you into the hands of your
enemies', and for a long time he wept bitterly.  Thus by virtue of the
Church, Roman law still sought to temper die ferocity of the Barbarians,
but a whole new civilization had to take shape before die human animal
could be held in check.

The dynasty of the Merovingian kings ruled France for three hundred
years, longer than die Valois or the Bourbons. Their history is known
to us through die Gallo-Roman Bishop, Gregory of Tours, and through
the more recent narratives of Augustin Thierry (1840), written with
talent but, like Tacitus's Gerwania, full of political passion. Augustin
Thierry, a liberal, contrasts the French people 'JaC(Jues Bonhomme*,
which he likes to think is of Gallo-Roman origin, with a selfish nobility of
Prankish stock. This contrast is wholly artificial; big Gallo-Roman land-
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